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condemned this If we relax management and allow leading party are self-conscious activities with concepts 
people to do whatever they want without providing an Ihey are not spontaneous activities lacking direction 
guidelines and without criticizing the erroneous views Encouraging pure and wholesome works and renova 
we will be guilly of what the press in traternal countries ions and correcting erroneous views and tendencies 
calis “demagogic tendencies in arts and letters manage does not mean limiting of blocking renovation bul 
ment and criticism and will have apphed Darwin’ opening the path for creative freedom and tor renovation 


theory of natural selection in arts and letters leadership nh literature so that literature moves in the right dire 


Ihe activites Of people in a socialist system with a hon and grows stronger and stronger 
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COOnmOMN deoounting afte tee Marketing to Markel 
heeds Mul there fuel De a Uvotoueh understanding of 
ihe view Penal of comrdinating Dusiees anal supper 


aclivities afd fot slighting this of Thal aspect 


Husifess activities Must Make a protil bul people Must 
nol fun after profits By dieoheying Markel fules 
avouding tases. sihugeling gimnds ime reasing Pres and 
wooon Service 1s the falufe Of wlalial Commerce. Dul 
wrvice does fol Mean state subsidies The consumers do 
ht demand that whialiat comers lose Maney in 
wrving them, bul they do demand to he served Dased on 
honest cachanges and Marketing i accord with ttn 
requirements of the law of value Service Means that 
commerce Must sifive to satiety the feeds of sem rely 
given the production conditions Tt must ensure hat the 
goods are of good quality and that prices are reasonatyh 

li Must ensure that things are done ina timely manner 
and that marketing is convenrent and civilived) Poo 
nomn accounting must be weed if order to provide Bown 
support Crood support will create the conditions for 
CApanding cconmotin accounting and caploiting the supe 

rarity of wom ialial cee ree 


Husiness activities must be coordinated well wilh were tee 
in the marketing activities of COomMmerne in der ta 
ensure thal the socialist commercial forces really hecontn 
the activists. to guide and regulate the activities of th 
wil markets so that they are carried on in an orderly 
and civilized manner and to create a good environment 
lor the capanwon of Commodi) Production Al the san 
ime. t must be ensured that the commercial tore. 
participating in the markets as well as the producers and 
consumers share in the legitimate profits through mart 

keting cachanges 


Recently. in renovating business activities. Many corpo 
rations and socialiet commercial enterprises have 
focused on accounting im order to carn hgh profits 
without fully understanding the service aspect” Thus 
many corporations and commercial enterprives have 
given blank checks to the stores. and the stores have 
given blank checks to the marketing personnel with the 
only stipulation being that these personnel must turn 
over 4 certain amount of mone, to the corporation of 
store cach month But on the crowded wdewalks and 
streets and at crowded intersections and Mations peopk 
scl up tents and spread mats and sell all sorts of goods 
That epronis the environment and there « no civilized 
commerce Such things must be urpentl chminated at 
the social markets 


| think that regardless of the circurmelances. Mate com 
merce cannot give Mank checks Craving a Hank check m 
tantamount to ‘privatizing Mate commerce and turning 
the management apparatus —from 
nto tan pavers and tas collectors contrary to the 


corporations tH 
sores 
profession The quota mechanwm m Mate commer 
must be studeedt to ensure that non aooord with market 
rahi and to ensure thal the state can control the 
activitees of state commerce on soceal markets The 


quotas must be based on the plans and im ne with the 
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ese counting Method The quotas must tie Dusiess aetis 

Hes lo suppert activities Slate commerce is the activist 
Oho on social markets. and quotas are issued in order to 
ahieve good business fesulis Hut the guiding fole of 
late commerce at the social markets cannot be weab 

eed just in onder to make heh commercial profits. Al 
eleients (from market organization. the management 
MWihanam im commene and profil viewpoints to the 
distribution of the network of stores. wholesale and retail 
Mations service ports. and fiaed of Mobile imtegrated 
COMMerial stations) must be foesamined in order to 
tfeate an orderly and civilized social Markel 18 @ Malt 
feelod commodity economy that is developing in 


WH Halial chinoe tine 


4 The state must © gulate imports and resolutely coppers 
Nupeling 


livlay. at a tome when the division of labor and com 
Modi) production i many spheres has a multi-national 
Character, the import and export of commodities is an 
objective need for each country Bul how much 
Mportod what types of goods are imported. and when 
gimrds are imports dare matters that must be considered 
caretully Thi cannot be done in an artitrary sponta 
neous. of anarchy manner The smuggling of goods into 
Vic inam in recent vears has er ally disrupt di the snl 
Markets and created many economn and social difficul 
is lor us In onder to overcome thi siluation., mm Any 
yew. we must adhere to the following principles on 
IMPOrling goods 


First. with respect to goods that cannot be produced 
domestically and for which there 4 4 real need. the full 
amount necessary to satiety the needs of soacrety can hx 
IMported 


Second. with respect to goods that are being produced 
domestically bul for which domestic production cannot 
fully satiety the rational needs of society. such goods can 
be imported to make up the shorttall However sales 
prices must be calculated im such 4 way that consumers 
will still want to buy domestin goods 


Third with respect to goods for which we have the 
Production capatilities to satiety the needs of socrety 
such goods must not be imported Prohibiting the import 
of such goods will stimulate domestic production and cut 
foreign currency capenditures Hf individuals agencies 
or Mae organizations smuggle in foreign gowns hoth 
cconomn and administrative measurcs must be taken 
against them That . the smuggled goods must thy 
confiscated (pul into the cate budget) and the parties 
Mmvolved must be disciplined 


Fourth. there should not be many centers engaged in 
importing forcen goods In our country today. the center 
can be the Ministry of Commerc 

S Trading functions and the task of organizing and 
managing the social market must be concentrated in on 
crnticr 
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The entire circulation element. rom wholesale and retail 
sales and services to Hmports and caports. must be 
organized and Managed unitormly based of obyective 
econonmin laws and the adminiatiative laws of the state 
Resolute steps must be taken to prevent admunimtrative 
agencies and Mass organizations that do not have trading 
Tunctions from engaging in trade outside Hie control of 
the commodiy circulation laws The control of the 
banks. Hnancal officials. and custome officials must hi 
strengthened with respect to organizations and individ 
vals who engage in trading. with fo exceptions Anyone 
who violates the laws and regulations on commodity 
circulation must be prosecuted in accord with the law 


6 The state. with credentials as the macrocosmn admin 
istrative and eoonomn Manager of society. Must soon 
perfect the “code” on organizing and managing wxial 
Markets and apply to uniormly nationwide This ‘code 
Must include relatively specific articles and be in accord 
with a market that has many different coonomn ele 
ments. In my view, this must be a “lool” that the state 
can use to manage and guide the social market wo that its 
activities are carried on in an orderly and civilized 
Manner within the socialist orbit 


Perfecting the Banking System 
VISE OOOSR Hann TAP CHICONG SAN 
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| Article by Le Van. MLA. in economies] 


| Teast] Starting the process of renovating the banking 
system if accord with the spirit of the resolution of the 
Sith Party Congress, at the beginning of 198K. the 
Council of Ministers promulgated Decree $4 on shifting 
banking activities to commercial currency activities 
This banking system is aimed at taking currency credit 
activities out of the old mechaniem, putting them into 
economic accounting im accord with a multi-faceted 
commodity economy. and reducing monopolization in 
banking activities Just as in other spheres. monopoliza- 
tron in banking activities has not only killed internal 
stimulants that would have encouraged the banks to 
perfect themselves but also damaged the national 
economy If the leadership board of the state bank passes 
an improper decision concerning currency and credit 
thes will adversely affect not just a few coonomic units 
but the entire national economy Reforming the banks in 
accord with Decree $3 means separating the banks 
printing and commercial functions The printing func. 
tron will continue to be carried out by the state bank But 
the commercial function. which was previously the func: 
tion of the state bank, will now be turned over to the 
ommercial banks However. this model 1s just a trans. 
tional model There are new factors bul also many old 
factors The gradual decline in the level of monopoliza- 
tion of the banks will create the conditions for forming 
and capanding currency and capital markets But the 
explosion of banking activities (credit funds are 
sprouting up in large numbers) is also a problem that 
must be cxaamined and dealt with promptly 


Opinions and b perience i! 


During the debates on establiahing a banking system 
based of the guideline of concentrating all banking 
activities in one OF Many types of banks, many people 
have said that we should choose a twoelevel banking 
system (a state bank and commercial banks) because 
this model will enable us to effectively salve the prob 
lemme in controlling the currency-credit relationships in 
accord with the plurality and complesity of commodity 
production and ensure effective Macrocosmn Manage 
Ment of the economy 


According to thes model the banking system will be 
designed as follows 


| The state bank will be the bank that exerts state 
control over the various types of banks and credit 
organizations and over currency. credit, and settlement 
activities inthe country The state bank will have a direct 
relationship with the various banks and credit organiza: 
Hons concerning currency. credit, and settlement active 
ties through state laws and economic tools (interest fates, 
discounts, and capital and currency markets) The state 
market will not make direct loans to economic and social 
units or individuals but will engage in specialized activ: 
ities to collect interest through the control tools with 
respect to the commercial banks. investment and devel: 
opment banks and credit organizations 


The state bank will not directly ma the other types of 
banks The influence of the state bank on the other types 
of hanks will be exerted through economic measures and 
through collecting imterest on the capital provided to 
them Al the same time. the state bank will coordinate 
things with the other banks with respect to the most 
important problems of the currency policies and with 
respect to credit and interest rate policies: The state bank 
will coordinate things primarily with the integrated 
economic sectors in order to implement the control 
measures. stimulate economn growth at the macro- 
cosmic level, and contribute to hitting the economic and 
social targets set by the party and state 


> The commercial banks will operate based on the 
principles of financial independence and independent 
economic accounting They will carry on credit activities 
(mainly short-term credits) and provide banking services 
to economic and social nizations and people Com- 
mercial banks can be established under many different 
forms (state-operated. joint state-private. and private) 
with a size and professional siandards suited to the types 
of production and commercial activities in the cconomic 
spheres of the country The number will not be limited 
hui will depend on the credit and settlement needs in the 
economic and social assembly pots 


The state-operated commercial banks will receive ther 
initial capital from the state budget and will receive 
supplements during operations These hanks must fulfill 
their obligations to the budget just like state enterprises 


Jomnt state-private and private banks can be established 
hased on voluntary contributions of capital and a divi- 
won of the profits The commercial banks must operate 
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have no chowe bul to make creative uw of and con 
sianily perfect the ecaimting model 


‘tincle tle’ Soldiers 4 oncept and ‘Problems 
VINE OOOS Hane TAP CHICONG SAN 
in Vietnamese No Y Sep 00 pp Sol 


[Article by PAC) 


[Text] For 45 years, the people's regime has deeply 
engraved the picture of “Uncle Ho soldiers” in the hearts 
of the Vietnamese people 


Probably no one understands the concept of “Unc Ho 

widiers better than the people, because itis the peaple 

7 have lovingly given that name to cadres and sol 
wre 


On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the founding 

of the Vietnam People’s Army (2) December 1964). 

President Ho made a meaningful and bref statement 

_ “Lnele Ho soldiers” that will always be remem 
red 


The army is loyal to the party and filhal to the peaple 
and is ready to fight and make sacrifices for the inde 
pendence and freedom of the fatherland and for 
socraliam TH can complete any task. overcome any diff 
culty, and defeat any enemy ” 


That «© prawe for our army and a summary of the 
revolutvonary nature and wonderful traditions of the 
army tt 1s also the thinking of President Ho on building 
the Vietnam People's Army 


However, in both the past and today. there have been 
and are “problems” in understanding the concept of 
“Unele Ho soldiers” 


| There was @ period when we unintentionally (or 
perhaps intentionally) cut out an important part of the 
very meaningful concept of “Uncle Ho soldiers” cited 
above The part that was cut out was “ready to fight and 
make sacrifices for the independence and freedom of the 
fatherland and for socialiem © 


How should the entire statement by President Ho on our 
army —Ulacte Ho soldiers be understood” 


At the Tran Quoc Tuan Infantry Base in 1946, President 
Ho said “Loyal to the country and filial to the people ~ 
Thus, for our army. berg loyal to the party and loyal to 
the country are one and the same You can't wy loyal to 
the party without saying loyal to the country Con. 
vereely. you can’t say loyal to the country without saying 
loyal to the party Naturally thes does not mean that 
every patriot must be a member of the communist party 
Rut all party members must be patriots 


These problem i still a very hot meue in reform and 
renovation. there has been a tendency to recxamine the 


leadersiup role of the communrst party with respect to 
the country mm general and the army im particular Some 


Opinions and F xperience is 


poople have said that loyally to the party 1 an meue for 
party members only The army must be loyal only to the 
country and people At the same time, some people have 
wanted to talk only about the leaderhip of the party and 
hot a@out the power of the state with respect to the army 


(hur party has sand thal maintaining the principle of 
party leadership is aimed only at protecting the interests 
of the working class, people, nation, and fatherland This 
is the only purpose This is not being done to protect the 
positions of certain party member Thi means solving 
the problems of the nation, fatherland, and people based 
on the correct viewpoints of the working class Because 
in the transitional period to saciwliam, only the comme: 
hist party is the legitimate representative of the people 
Only the party represents the interests of the people 
Denying the leadership of the communimt party, cur 
tatling the party's leadership with respect to the army, 
and “depoliticizing” the army in the name of the nation 
and people is actually an attempt to put the people and 
hation into another orbit and, sooner or later, transform 
the people's army into the army of some other class We 
must guard against and resolutely punish the bad ele. 
ments and power who oppose the party and system and 
who have betrayed the fatherland bul who. in the name 
of democracy and renovation, carry the ugnboard of the 


people and nation 


Om the other hand. the party members and party orga- 
nizations that have made mistakes and cahibited short. 
comings have been legitimately criticized by the masses 
And the people have constructively critwized the pow- 
trons and polioies of the state that have not propertly 
reflected the interests of the people and nation This 
should not be construed as opposing the party or denying 
the leadership of the party To continue leading the 
nation and to have the people voluntarily accept the 
party's leadership. the party must renovate itself on the 
general renovation movement of the country Thes has 
been underway ever wnce the Sith Party Congress 


According to the views of President Ho. the party, the 
people. the fatherland. and socialiem arc all ted closely 
to each other The revolutvonary nature of Uncle Ho 
soldiers 16 absolute loyalty to the party. the people. the 
fatherland. and socialism 


Now. those who want to question the relatronship 
between the fatherland and socialiwm say that in fol- 
lowing the path of capitaliem tike the newly industrial- 
ived countries (NIC), there 1s still independence and 
development They don't see the other ude of the NICs 
They want to solve the national problem not on the basi 
of the working class viewport or in the interests of the 
laboring people but on the basi of a bourgcon viewport 
in tne with capitalist directions They say that the army 
s Outside politics and that the army belongs to the 
natron That denies the claws nature of the army and of 
the state Actually. they want the army to stand outede 
socialest politics. with the army belonging to the nation 
im a bourgeon sense They also deny the class nature of 
the natronal problem. which actually means that they arc 
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denying the nation based on a Prolklanan viewpoint 
aid-==whether they are aware of this or not 
Anation based on a Prev t pe ms view ponl 


alvin ating 


lo improve the fevolutionary ature and fame thy 
prarlitir al awareness of Uncle Ho soldiers. the fin ihitig is 
Oo recognize and correctly solve the basen problems 
Mentioned above in thy 
today s Fenovation Movement Thy part 
fatherland. socialiem national independence and thy 
happiness of the people-—those are the revolutionan 
ideals of the cadres and soldiers and thy sifugele targets 


of our army 


whialisl fevolulion and in 


the people. thy 


> With respect to the coment of “Loacle Mo soldier 


people often talk about their revolutionary nature as 
Mentioned aboy« 
from enough Revolutionary nature i nota goalin iteell 
lt is HOt something wonderful thal 1s to be admired and 
respected Revolutionary nature must be manifested in 
revolutionary actions. and the revolutionary goals must 
be reached Revolutionary actions ated tty 
achieved in historical Practices from one year tothe neat 
and from on generation to the neat have becornn 
revolutionary traditions 


This is. of COURSE COFrfe;t ul it os tag 


results 


Thus. on the 
by President Ho. it must be waderstood that there an 
two unified aspects 


Lincle Ho soldiers” concept as generalived 


One is revolutionary nature “Heing loyal to the party 
fihal to the people. and ready to fight and make sacrifices 
for the independence and freedom of the fatherland and 
for socialiam 


The other is revolutionary traditions Any tas can ty 
completed. any difficulty can be overcome and any 
enemy can be defeated “In short, that 1s the tradition of 
being determined to fight and determined to win. thy 
tradition of being invincible. and the tradition of win 
ning in battle Naturally. in order to create those general 
traditions there are many specifi. traditions (internal 
solidarity. army -people solidarity hy aring hardships and 
overcoming difficulties, and so on) 


To generalize. Uncle Ho soldiers must form a revoly 
tronary and victorious army 


What must be done in order to be a vn torus army 
Certainly. many problems concerning organivation 
equipment. methods of attack leadership and com 
mand must be solved In this political devclopment 
must always be the basis 


This isa principle in building a revolutvonary army that 
must never be ignored and that must be applied in a ver 
creative and screntific manner in accord with the cadre 
and roop targets the material and technical base of the 
army. and the domestw and world stuation im cach 
period 


The time 6 past when we can call tackle Ho soldier 
peasants in uniform” of genth 
hamboo helmets padded warnstooats 


detenders with 
tuber sandals 
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Dage of fee, and rifles. On the paths againet Ameria 
any of our soldiers were middle shool and coblegs 
siudents They were the children of socialiat worker 
peasants. and intellectuals Today our army has addi 
Hhonal professor and associate profesorm who hold 
ht) and M.A. degrees. and there are aloo scholars in 
the army We know what the weapons and means of war 
are like) As for the material and spiritual needs and 
loclings and intelligence of these targets although they 
Lincle Ho soldiers.” they are tar different from 
the ‘detenders of the past (or perhaps it should be said 
that the “defenders of the past were very different trom 
those of today) And allot these targets are very different 
from each other In particular, the great changes now 
aking place in Vietnam, the Soviet Union. the East 
luropean countries, and the entire world are having a 
great effect on then thinking and constantly generating 
new needs that must be satisfied These are not just 
material needs bul also intellectual needs They want to 
be treated democratically and fairly and to be respected 
They want information about the newest changes in the 
country and throughout the world Hf besides food. our 
cadres and soldiers are hungry for information. a higher 
type of food of the mind. they will not be able to develop 
there capabilities and character in an all-round manner 
and because of thes it will be difficult to formular 
screntific and unshakable political viewpoints and strong 
and durable political abilities in today's comples situa 
thon 


are stall 


We must examine and solve the problem of building the 
army om general and building the army politically on 
particular and tie this to all of society and to all of th 
organizations and activities of the political system under 
the leadership of the party 


We realize that the army is a tight and separate organ 
vatvon that 1s relatively whole We must manifest a high 
degree of subjective effort im order to build the army 

The army must actively participate in social life Hh must 
participate im the mass movements. implement the pol 
crves Of the party and state. build the political base and 
economy. and contribute to opposing negative phy 

nomena mn society The army 1s a special political army 

(on the other hand. 11 1s also an clement of the social body 
that has the strengths and weaknesses of society The 
strengths and weaknesses of the organizations in the 
political system will definitely have an effect and leave 
an impression on the army. Thus. in building the army in 
general and building the army politically in particular 
we cannot rely on others of pul the blame on objective 
conditions At the same time. it must not be thought that 
quickly chmuinating these negative phenomena is any 
different in the military The lessons have shown that if 
the leadership of the communist party 1 weak. the state 
repime « unstable. and the country « im an cconomn 
and political crisis. even a strong army will be imeffex 


iva 
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We are back at an old bul sill very current principk 
Huilding the army and caploiting the nature and trad: 
ons of Linele Po soldiers” 6 the work of the entin 
party. all the people. and the entire army under thy 
leadership of the party. Only if there wan “lnele Mo 
party and onty if there are “lncle Ho people will it by 


prvanityl tt have | mh lk Hy wold rs 








Democratize the Schools 


OOO0000D Hanoi TAP CHLOCONG SAN in lielnamen 
Vo Yop Ww ppt AA 


|Article by Nguyen Duc Minh. not translated) 
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in Letters to the Editorial Staff 18 April 1991 
Pay Attention to Opportuniom Reply to Readers 

OO00000 Hanan TAP OCHMICONG SAN in linet (OOOO Thane TAP OCMILOCONG SAN in lielnain 

\ ’ Ve} vy ppoyr / \ yo j? wy }'j 


[Article by Nguyen Phuc An. fot translated] i Article not translated] 
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Searching for the Original leat of the Declaration 
of Independence Read by President Ho Chi Minh 
on ) September 1946 


VISE OOUSD Hana TAP OCHIOCONG SAN 
mola Pehdebiase Vo ¥ “yp Vii py in 


[Article by Nguyen Thanh] 


[Teat) The 1945 Declaration of Independence is a very 
important historeal document that symbolizes our 
hation s step into the age of independence, freedom, and 
socialism 


The American Declaration of Independence, which was 
written in 1776. was the fest Declaration of Indepen 
dence in history to oppose colonialism and tree a colony 
in the modern period it was written and proclaimed by 
representatives of the American bourgeois clays 


The Declaration of Independence written by President 
Ho Chi Minh in 1945 was the fiest Declaration of 
Independence to be written by a communist leader on 
behalf of the nation “once the proletanan class had 
become the nation 


Many countries in the world that have waged a struggle 
against impenalisem and won national independence 
have told their people and people throughout the world 
about their independence and set a National Day But 
they do not have a Declaration of Independence with the 
nature of a historical document 


(our 1945 Declaration of Independence has become a 
part not only of our nation’s history bul also of the 
history of the struggle for independence by oppressed 
nations around the world and of the history of the world 
proletanan revolution. Its an immortal document that 
will shine forever 


The 1945 Declaration of Independence 1s tied to the 
renowned Ho Chi Minh. the great leader of our nation 
and party 


Because this 1s an important historical document that 
almost everyone has read or heard and that all general 
school students have studied, the tithe “Searching for the 
Coriginal Text of the Declaration of Independence Read 
by President Ho Chi Minh on 2 September 1945" may 
seem very Strange. Can it be possible that the text that 
has been printed in many books and that has been 
printed and reprinted many times. including in the 
Selected and Collected Works of Ho Chi Minh. 1s not the 
original text’ 


The answer is. No. it's not 


The American Declaration of Independence has been 
reprinted countless times in dictionaries and books. And 
after more than 200 years, not one word or mark has 
been changed. and the signatures of those responsible 
before history at the bottom of the Declaration of 
Independence have been photographed from the orig- 
inal 
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What about Vietnam s Declaration of Independence’ 
We have revised it many times. The more revinons we 
Make. the more different it becomes as compared with 
ihe orginal Thus, restoring the orminal teat of the 
Declaration of Independence read by President Ho Chi 
Minh on 2 September 1945 will be of great value in many 
respects. This will form a reliable basis for historical 
political, literary, linguistic, and educational research 
lor museum exhibits, and for domestic and international 
propaganda 


| have rehed on 14 documents of the party and sate 
organizations responsible and on recorded statements 
made by President Ho in 1955 in order to make a 
comparison Those documents includ 


| A tour page booklet with covers published by the 
government on 4} September 1945 


, 


\ poster published by the government on 4 September 
i044 


1, CLL QUOC, No. 6. 5 September 1945 
4 COGIAN PHONG, No. 16, 12 September 1945 


S “Chat \Nreng.” first printed in 1946 by the Su That 
Publishing House This has been reprinted four times 


6 “Stores About the Life and Activities of President 
Ho” by Tran Dan Tien. Su That. and Van Hoc pub 
lishing houses. This has been reprinted many times 


For Independence and Freedom and tor Socialism.” 
Su That Publishing House, 1970 


& “Party Documents, 1949-1945. first printed in 1964 


and reprinted in 1977 


9 Ho Chi Minh. “Selected Works 


House. 1960 


Su That Publishing 


10, HOC TAP. August 1975 


11. “The Declaration of Independence of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam.” introduction by Pham Van 
Dong. Su That Publishing House, 1975 


i> Ho Chi Minh. “Collected Works.” Su That Pub- 
lishing House, 1980. volume | 


13. Ho Chi Minh. “Collected Works.” Su That Pub- 
lishing House. 1983. volume 3 


14. Ho Chi Minh. “Collected Works Su That Pub- 
lishing House. 1984. volume 4 


In general. there were four periods when the documents 
were revised, with a total of 22 pormts 


In 1945. there 1s one difference between the booklet and 
the poster. perhaps because the poster did not print the 
entire text. But in CULL) QUOC, there are four pomts 
that differ from the booklet. And in CO) GIAT PHONG 
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there are three points that differ trom the booklet and 
four points that differ tramc tt (I (HM outotatotalotl 


> , 
Points 


I hy Ni tw toad Works if by { hy Minh 


iva) contain the most reviswons. |? out of 


prutoliste a in 


points 


t bry word if} Purl 
im }Yot w different trom thy 


Minh 


lyxuments, 1949-1945 published 
Selected Works of hot hy 


published im i Wht) 


\ugust 1474 issue of NOK 1AP 
Sclected Works if bly ( hy Minh 


Ihree words in) the 
ditler trom the 


publish ij ify ive 


With 10 differences like this. because we don't have th 
original document read by President Mo. tow vers 
difficull to determine what the orginal teat is. But an 
anious documents has shown that 
the booklet published on 4 September 1945 is the root 
document Why 
September 1445. the booklet and the poster 


anaivens based on thy 


Iwo documents were published on 3 
These two 
second 
Broad 


minded ihinking means that all thy peopl in thy world 


ao uments ditter cn) cnt cory pom in th 


sc. Thon 1h sconienct Timetil booklet reads 


were born equal All people have the right to live. br 
mad be tree Mul in the poster, sian words ar 
The other 
teats that were published shortly after the Declaration of 


happ 
missing It sa right to live. be happy. and 
Independence was written (the texatsin CUL QUOC and 
( COCs AT PHONG and the French translation tor broad 
from Bach Maion ls 
September 14945) are complete texts pust ke the booklet 
Piven though thre 

arious places. th are all 
hooklet 


cyst hy this \ cinar Ni a“. \pr Mh 


arious teats printed later differ in 
complete tests like th 


lhe CPV If 


mittee and state should msue 9 decisvon on the official 


mmunist Party of Vietnam] C entral Com 


use of one Declaration of Independence that should not 
ary fron me printing to the next) Whenever it 1s 
translated into a foreign language. that text must be used 
as the basis, People should not be free to use whatever 


text the, want. which has been the case for many vears 


The follow ne is the original text of the Declaration of 
Independence as printed in the booklet published on 3 
September 1945 To alert readers about where this 
differs trom later texts. | have compared this teat with 
the text published in Volume 4 of the “C ollected Works 
of Ho Chi Mah” published by the Su That Publishing 
House in 1°44 and placed those passages in parentheses 
(Fellow Citizens Evervwhere) 


All people are born (with) equal (nights) They ar 
endowed by the creator with inahenable rights. among 
which are the right to life. lyherty. and the pursuit of 


happin \ 


These immortal words are contamned in the 1776 Decla 
ratio it trot tm ndence of the | nited States In broad 
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terms, that sentence means that all peoples in the world 
are born equal and that every people has the right to live 
be happy. and be tree 


Ihe Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen 
msued during the French revolution in | 791 state 


People are born tree and equal, and they must always 


enjoy freedom and equality of rights 
Those are truths that no one can deny 


Bul for more than SO years, the French colonialists used 
the banner of freedom, equality, and fraternity to steal 
our country from us and oppress our people. Ther 
actions were totally contrary to humanity and pustic 


Politically, they did not give our people any demo: taty 


ircedoms 


Ihe, established 


three different systems in the central region. south. and 


They promulgated uncivilized laws 


north in order to block the unification of our Country and 
prevent our people (nation) trom uniting 


They built many more prisons than schools. The 
beheaded our patnots and pul down our rebellions ina 


sea Of blood 


They stifled public opinion and implemented foolish 


protic ws 
They used opium and liquor to weaken our rac 


Economically. they exploited our people to the bon 
causing poverty and hardships for our people and 


ruining our country 


Ihe, robbed us of our land. torests and mines (mines) 


and raw materials 


They had a monopoly on printing money and monopo 


lized imports and cxports 


ahich 


They imposed hundreds of irrational taxes 
impoverished our peopk 


merchants 


particularly the farmers and 


They prevented our bourgeoisie from becoming wealth 
(advancing). They ruthlessly exploited our workers 


In the fall of 1940. the Japanese fascists invaded 
Indochina in order to establish more bases from which to 
attack the Allies. The French colonialists abjectly surren 
dered and opened our country to the Japanese Our 
people then had to wear the bonds of both the French 
and the Japanese Our people suffered even greater 
hardships and greater poverty The result was that at th 
end of 1940 and the beginning of 1941. from Quang Tr 
to Bac Ky. more than 2 million peopl died of starvation 


(on 9 March this year. the Japanese disarmed the French 
army The French colomalists had to flee or surrender 
Not only have they failed to 
these five vears. they have also sold our country twice te 


detend § us. but during 


the Japanes 
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Prior to ¥ march, the Viet Minh appealed countless 
times to the French to porn forces to resist the Japanese 
Hul the French colonialists did not answer and began 
terrorizing the Viet Minh even more Even after they 
lost, they cruelly killed many political prisoners at Yen 
Hay (Bai) and Cao Bang 


However, our people still have a tolerant and humans 
larian attitude toward the French. After the change on Y 
March, the Vietnam Minh helped many Frenchmen 
escape across the border, rescued (many) Frenchmen 
from Japanese prisons, and protected their lives and 
property 


The truth (fact) 1s, since the autumn of 1940, our country 
has been a colony of Japan and not of France. When 
lapan surrendered to the Allies. people throughout our 
country rose up to reserve (seize) power’ and established 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (Vietnam Demo 
cratic Republic) 


The truth (fact) is. our people have recovered Vietnam 
from the Japanese and not trom the French 


The French have fled. the Japanese have surrendered 
and Emperor Bao Dar has abdicated. Our people hay: 
broken the bonds of almost 100 years of colonialism in 
order to create (build) an independent Vietnam 
Vietnam is independent. Our people have toppled the 
old monarchy and established a democratic republic 


Thus. on behalf of all the people of Vietnam. we—the 
provisional government of the new Vietnam—proclaim 
ourselves completely tree of any colomal relationship 
with France and hereby abolish all treaties signed by 
France with respect to Vietnam and all of France's 
special rights in Vietnam 


The entire Vietnamese people will fiercely (resolutely) 
oppose the plots of the French colonialists 
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We feel that the Allies, who recognized ihe principle ot 
national equality at the Tehran and San Francisco con 
ferences, must recognize the independence of the Viet 
namese peopl 


\ people who have bravely resisted the yoke of French 
slavery for more than SO years and who have bravely 
stood on the side of the Alles in resisting the fascists 
these past years must be allowed to be tree’ That people 
must be independent! 


bor the reasons given above. the provisional government 
ol the Republic of Vietnam solemnly 
declares to the world 


Democrat 


Vietnam has the nght (to be) tree and independent, and 
the truth (act) is. a tree and independent country has 
already been established. All the people of Vietnam are 
resolved to use there spirit. power, lives, and property to 
preserve this freedom and independence 


Ho Chi Minh (President), Tran Huy Liew, Vo Nguyen 
Cnap. Chu Van Tan, Duong Duc Mien, Nguyen Van To 
Neuyen Manh Ha. Cu Huy Can, Pham Ngoc Thach 
Pham Van Dong. Dao Trong Kim. Vu Dinh Hoe, and Le 
Van Hien. (Thies part 1s not un the “Collected Works.) 


Restoring the orginal teat of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence read by President Ho Chi Minh on 2 Sep- 
tember 1945 1s a screntific problem, a historical neces- 
sity. and. at the same time. a politically significant 
problem that must be examined caretully 


Footnote 


(gianh. not danh), but 
the booklet says “reserve power.” In my view, “seize” 1s 
more correct But im order to respect the historical 
document, we have retained the original word “reserve. 


|. The poster says “seize power 
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22 the World: Issues and Events 1S April 1991 
Social and Class Structure Lader Modern hive Decades and Three Strategies Against the 
Capitalism World Revolution 

GOO00000 Hanoi TAP OCHILCONG SAN in Lietnaess WOO00000 Hanon TAP OCHLOCONG SAN in bLietnames 
Noy Sep Vi) pp eet re) Sep YO pps NH 


Article by Tuan Loan. not translated Article by Phan Lang. not translated 
b 
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Exploitation of Latin America by the Imperialist 
( ountries 

WO00000 Hanoi TAP CHLOCONG SAN in Lietnames 
VoY Sep “) pp VY NA 


[Article not translated] 
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